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Code: UNFPA/2/2 

Committee: United Nations Population Fund 

Topic: Youth Participation and Leadership  

 

The United Nations Population Fund,  1 

 2 

Highlighting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015) and the Sustainable Development Goals 3 

(SDGs), particularly the SDGs 4 (quality education), 5 (gender equality), and 10 (reduced inequalities),  4 

 5 

Commending the efforts of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 6 

strengthening education systems, specifically the Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE) (2005), as well as the 7 

Youth Peer Network (Y-Peer) in comprehensive youth-to-youth leadership,  8 

 9 

Deeply disturbed by the estimated 175 million youth unable to read a complete sentence, and their lack of access to 10 

leadership opportunities, in part due to their illiteracy,   11 

 12 

Calling attention to the positive impact of literacy and education on the economic opportunities of young people, 13 

especially young women,  14 

 15 

Endorsing measures taken by Member States to increase educational funding, 16 

 17 

Acknowledging the points made in the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2250 on the impacts of Youth 18 

decision making in peace processing and conflict resolution, 19 

 20 

Supporting Member States in their various initiatives to promote leadership qualities among youth populations, 21 

including those states which show an ambition in connecting their own youth population with youth populations 22 

from other states,  23 

 24 

Noting how youth empowerment often occurs at the grassroots level within communities and the benefits of regional 25 

youth organizations, 26 

 27 

Recognizing the benefits of databases which contribute to efforts which assist youth involvement movements,  28 

 29 

1. Calls for the development of a UN advisory body within UNFPA to monitor the impact of UN education 30 

programs on youth and report their findings on a yearly basis, while also:  31 

 32 

a. Strengthening the data-sharing relationship among Member States to promote effective and 33 

coordinated collaboration; 34 

 35 

b. Ensuring that UN policies are uniformly implemented regardless of gender by the continuous 36 

monitoring of such topics as literacy and school attendance for young people; 37 

 38 

2. Invites Member States wishing to expand their scope of youth outreach in the Ladder of Participation from 39 

tokenism to meaningful participation at the international level to work in collaboration with fellow Member 40 

States to: 41 

 42 

a. Establish branching programs that pull together youth from a multitude of states to share ideas and 43 

experiences; 44 

 45 

b. Foster advanced communication and self-advocacy skills among the youth population; 46 

 47 

c. Promote information sharing of comprehensive data detailing state literacy rates and various other 48 

factors of education among their own youth population, in order to contribute to international 49 

databases such as the UNESCO Institute of Lifelong Learning (UIL); 50 

 51 
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3. Recommends the expansion of programs such as Southern Africa’s SACMEQ which monitors the quality of 52 

educational programs and collect educational data across multiple Member States along with increased 53 

collaboration with programs such as the UN Progress Study to get a clearer picture on areas to improve in the 54 

Youth Peace and Security mission; 55 

 56 

4.  Implores the integration of youth in achieving the SDG’s through the suggested creation of youth advisory 57 

boards, tasked with maintaining the 2030 Agenda in their Member States; 58 

 59 

5. Suggests that Member States create youth councils mandated with promoting literacy through educational 60 

grassroots campaigns and initiatives modeled after the Secretariat Youth Leadership and Participation Program. 61 


