
 

 

 1 

 

Code: GA/2/4 

Committee: General Assembly Plenary 

Topic: Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 

States 

 

The General Assembly Plenary, 1 

 2 

Understands the need to respect the sovereignty of all Member States, especially Small Island Developing States 3 

(SIDS), 4 

 5 

Acknowledging the varying efforts of Member States in promoting the development of SIDS, 6 

 7 

Recognizing the importance and success of self-reliant food economies such as sustainable aquaculture, 8 

 9 

Identifying the need for a global forum allowing for information sharing on economic practices and other avenues, 10 

 11 

Reaffirms the World Summit Outcome Document for addressing poverty eradication and development, 12 

 13 

Noting the importance of including both international and local private sector actors in the pursuit of sustainable 14 

development, 15 

 16 

Bearing in mind the economic vulnerability faced by SIDS due to climate change, narrow access to resources and 17 

insufficient connectivity to other global economies, 18 

 19 

Underscoring the current unsustainable economic reliance on tourism SIDS have and the need for diversification of 20 

economies to support these nations, 21 

 22 

Noting the centrality of tourism as a leading sector in many SIDS’ economies, as well as its potential to bring further 23 

growth and provide formal employment for residents, 24 

 25 

Taking note of the progress of the Small Island Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA 26 

Pathway) and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in encouraging private and public investment in SIDS, 27 

 28 

1. Requests that the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to launch an 29 

online travel platform for SIDS as demonstrated by: 30 

 31 

a. UNESCO’s previous launch of a travel platform for nineteen European Member States, involving four 32 

distinct international travel itineraries and thirty-four World Heritage sites; 33 

 34 

b. A travel platform which should include region-based itineraries with a focus on sustainable travel and 35 

visiting World Heritage sites; 36 

 37 

2. Pushes for the adoption of the Food and Agricultural Organization’s (FAO) frameworks and other frameworks 38 

of sustainable agricultural practices such as: 39 

 40 

a. Climate-smart farming practices, so as to increase productivity, adapt agriculture to withstand climate 41 

change at varying degrees, and minimizing greenhouse gas emissions; 42 

 43 

b. Promotion and dissemination of information regarding proper dietary habits through the 44 

aforementioned forum; 45 

c. Sustainable land management practices, so as to ensure long-term resource and food availability, and 46 

to better protect undeveloped land; 47 

 48 

3. Recommends SIDS prioritize the assistance of local tourism operators in transitioning to sustainable business 49 

models as referenced in the SAMOA Pathway (2014): 50 
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 51 

a. By partnering with NGOs and other existing framework to create programmes and policies to 52 

implement sustainable consumption such as Global Sustainable Tourism Council, the Global 53 

Observatories on Sustainable Tourism of the World Tourism Organization, the Global Partnership for 54 

Sustainable Tourism; 55 

 56 

b. With a tourism support initiative that incorporates community norms and values to develop a plan; 57 

 58 

4. Further recommends the adoption of sustainable aquaculture models which are measurable through expected 59 

profits and reduced carbon emissions and are important due to the fact that: 60 

 61 

a. Aquaculture accounts for 50% of seafood produced for human consumption and could potentially 62 

assist SIDS in addressing issues of food unavailability and poor nutrition; 63 

 64 

b. Some currently-adopted sustainable aquaculture models have brought in substantial profit from 65 

open-ocean aquaculture which is significantly less pollutive than coastal aquaculture; 66 

 67 

c. Aquaculture helps to reduce the reliance and impact on wild stock so that the unsustainable fishing 68 

methods such as bottom trawlers are also reduced; 69 

 70 

d. Aquaculture systems often take advantage of harvested runoffs, stormwater and surface water 71 

which reduces the need to depend on other sources of water supply; 72 

 73 

 74 

5. Suggests the creation of a forum for SIDS to establish bilateral associations with private not-for-profit and for-75 

profit organizations for the purpose of discussing topics such as: 76 

 77 

a. Projects for infrastructure development, with support from said private organizations and a theme of 78 

limited environmental impact and which could be actionable in twenty years; 79 

 80 

b. Information and research sharing related to promoting more effective economic solutions. 81 


