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Code: GA/2/3  

Committee: General Assembly Plenary 

Topic: Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 

States 

 

The General Assembly Plenary, 1 

 2 

Acknowledging the labors of private organizations with regards to aid to Small Island Developing States (SIDS), 3 

 4 

Expressing concern that SIDS’ access to clean and fresh water is imperiled by the effects of climate change, 5 

 6 

Noting with concern that the populations of SIDS are often the first displaced by climate change, 7 

 8 

Recognizing that SIDS’ national territories are threatened by rising sea levels associated with the effects of climate 9 

change, 10 

 11 

Bearing in mind that tourism is a force for sustainable development in shaping policies and programmes to support 12 

SIDS, 13 

 14 

Taking inspiration from the Climate Displacement Program in both the structure of this program and in advocating 15 

for those displaced by the effects of climate change, 16 

 17 

Noting the important effects of collaboration between SIDS-centered bodies like the Alliance of Small Island States 18 

(ASIS), 19 

 20 

Recalling the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, and specifically noting its focus on the direct impact of climate 21 

change on SIDS, 22 

 23 

Remembering that the proliferation of plastics endangers the biodiversity of SIDS and damages their ability to 24 

develop sustainability in areas such as tourism and fishing, 25 

 26 

Reaffirming the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, 27 

specifically its efforts at establishing a new forum to bridge the infrastructure gap and protect ecosystems for all, 28 

 29 

Reiterating the importance of the Green Climate Fund, the International Fund for Agriculture (IFAD), and funds like 30 

the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF), which supports issues directly related to SIDS, 31 

 32 

Reaffirming the commitments made in Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 7.1, relating to affordable modern 33 

energy sources, and SDG 7.B regarding the expansion of infrastructure and access to modern technologies to SIDS, 34 

 35 

Emphasizing the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, specifically in its efforts to understand natural 36 

disaster risk, strengthen government capacity in order to manage disaster risk, encourage investment in disaster 37 

prevention, and increase disaster preparedness relating to SIDS,  38 

 39 

Appreciating the overarching goal of SDG 13, while highlighting SDG 13.1, which strengthens resilience to climate-40 

related hazards and disasters, and SDG 13.B which emphasizes climate change-related planning and management in 41 

SIDS, 42 

 43 

1. Urges Member States to recognize tourism as one of the principal economic activities in SIDS and an essential 44 

source of national income, job opportunities, national growth and identity, and therefore: 45 

 46 

a. Recommends the development of innovative adaptations to tourism products to enhance education of 47 

sustainable development such as protecting ecosystems and biodiversity; 48 

 49 
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b. Promotes policies that allow the economy and communities to gain maximum benefits from tourism, 50 

and support the design and implementation of participatory measures to strengthen local employment 51 

and engagement; 52 

 53 

2. Welcomes Member States to consider sustainable energy to reduce the impacts of climate change on SIDS 54 

through: 55 

 56 

a. Increasing the informational and technological sharing efforts through organizations such as the 57 

International Renewable Energy Agency; 58 

 59 

b. Assessing the merits of solar and wind power at a state by state basis, and keeping in mind the necessity 60 

of aesthetic appeal of this infrastructure due to the influence of tourism; 61 

 62 

c. Further researching the possibilities of tidal energy as sustainable energy in SIDS and other coastal 63 

Member States; 64 

 65 

3. Encourages Member States to adopt more sustainable agricultural practices such as: 66 

 67 

a. Emphasizing local production and diversification of crops, bolstering SIDS’ local and national 68 

economies; 69 

 70 

b. Assisting efforts to build up the resiliency of SIDS against environmental disasters as well as global 71 

recessions due to the necessity of creating stability for the fragile ecosystems of SIDS; 72 

 73 

c. Recognizing the need for SIDS to be included in the international decision-making process; 74 

 75 

d. Advocating for best practice sharing between the SIDS community and other Member States as well as 76 

combating climate change by reducing carbon emissions and discouraging the monocrop practices; 77 

 78 

4. Calls Upon Member States to assist SIDS with peaceful land reclamation efforts combating the loss of national 79 

territory due to rising sea levels and extreme weather through methods such as, but not limited to: 80 

 81 

a. Knowledge-sharing programs about best practices relating to land reclamation efforts from countries 82 

with experience on the subject; 83 

 84 

b. Cooperating with officials in SIDS on the procurement of land reclamation-related infrastructure and 85 

technologies; 86 

 87 

c. Aiding officials of SIDS with the implementation of land reclamation efforts; 88 

 89 

5. Endorses Member States work with the Food and Agriculture Organizations (FAO) in order to: 90 

 91 

a.  Utilize sustainable agricultural methods that would help maintain arable land, help combat 92 

desertification, and prevent the waste of potable water;  93 

 94 

b. Aid in the preservation of land, protect local biodiversity, and encourage the legal protection of land by 95 

Member States on a voluntary basis; 96 

 97 

6. Recommends Member States to work with institutions, such as the International Finance Corporation (IFC), 98 

which assists private providers and governments in the goal of reaching Universal Health Coverage by 2030, as 99 

well as the World Bank Group which works toward building sustainable cities and communities through the 100 

urbanization process towards Sustainable Development Goal 11; 101 

 102 

7. Requests that Member States reflect upon their individual common but differentiated duties to protect the 103 

environment by encouraging the incorporation of the SDGs into national policy in order to create tangible 104 
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improvements to environmental health, and supporting multilateral agreements to promote research and 105 

technology sharing between Member States; 106 

 107 

8. Advocates that Member States create legislation, such as plastic bag bans, national recycling programs, and 108 

plastic cleanup efforts, that help to prevent the creation of new plastic pollutants as well as reduce existing 109 

plastic contaminants, and discover sustainable alternatives to plastics in the various applications to which they 110 

are applied; 111 

 112 

9. Inspires Member States to share best practices and technical information regarding desalination technologies 113 

and the renewable energy sources that will help fuel desalination projects in a sustainable manner; 114 

 115 

10. Suggests Member States to evaluate the effects of their carbon emissions on the development of SIDS and 116 

encourages all Member States to research the creation of carbon budgets; 117 

 118 

11. Further requests Member States create standardized classifications for those that are displaced by the effects of 119 

climate change, such as hurricanes, rising sea levels, or dust storms; 120 

 121 

12. Advises Member States to take as an example the frameworks and processes already created by NGOs, IGOs, 122 

and private organization as well as implementing those structures within the UN; 123 

 124 

13. Further recommends the implementation of resource and strategy sharing programs within SIDS-related 125 

organizations such as ASIS; 126 

 127 

14. Calls upon Member States to assist SIDS through knowledge-sharing efforts towards protecting their existing 128 

sources of fresh water from contamination relating to climatic effects such as saltwater intrusion. 129 


