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Code: GA/2/1 

Committee: General Assembly Plenary 

Topic: Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 

States 
 

The General Assembly Plenary,  1 

 2 

Recalling A/RES/48/501(1994) which established the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS), 3 

 4 

Noting with concern the lack of infrastructure currently in place to support Small Island Developing States (SIDS), 5 

leaving them open to economic and environmental vulnerability, 6 

 7 

Recognizing the importance of preserving the autonomy of SIDS, as well as other Member States in any efforts 8 

propagated,  9 

 10 

Expressing the benefits of infrastructure in terms of improving health care, education opportunities, and business 11 

endeavors to increase economic growth and alleviate poverty, 12 

 13 

Reiterating the impacts climate change is already having upon SIDS and other Member States as sea levels are 14 

rising and natural disasters are increasing, and the need for immediate action to mitigate the effects of these events, 15 

 16 

Realizing the extensive investments in developing Member States’ infrastructure necessary for achieving the 2030 17 

Agenda by the set deadline,  18 

 19 

Affirming that universal health care can only be achieved through continued cooperation to improve medical 20 

infrastructure in a focus on prevention over post-problem cures,  21 

  22 

Celebrating the successful past works of UNOPS including, but not limited to, constructing low-income housing 23 

and infrastructure for displaced families in post-earthquake Haiti, providing electricity to up to 360,000 people 24 

living in rural Sierra Leone, and procuring ambulances in Liberia during an outbreak of Ebola, 25 

 26 

1. Expands the role of the UNOPS to include a specific arm dedicated to projects in SIDS through: 27 

 28 

a. Producing reports and maintaining data on current projects in SIDS; 29 

 30 

b. Cooperation with groups such as the United Kingdom’s Department for International 31 

Development on projects that are providing renewable energy to stimulate the growth of local 32 

economies; 33 

 34 

c. Oversight and funding by the General Assembly Fifth Plenary and the Economic and Social 35 

Council (ECOSOC); 36 

 37 

d. Facilitating private sector investment to achieve the Global Goals as established by UNOPS and in 38 

line with the 2030 Agenda;  39 

 40 

2. Calls upon UNOPS to specifically address SIDS medical infrastructure to increase the resilience of Member 41 

States and local communities to withstand the shocks of natural disasters by: 42 

 43 

a. Utilizing the international standards for infrastructure established by UNDP and UNOPS to 44 

provide resilient infrastructure development that is sustainable and ecologically minded; 45 

 46 

b. Collaborating with the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNDP to supply additional 47 

funding as well as logistical and technical support to SIDS; 48 

 49 
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c. Partnering with NGOs and Member States to provide additional medical resources and personnel 50 

as needed; 51 

 52 

3. Encourages UNOPS in conjunction with the UN Development Programme (UNDP) to establish international 53 

standards for infrastructure in SIDS building off of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction; 54 

 55 

4. Appoints a representative from each Small Island Developing States to serve on the Executive Board of UNOPS 56 

and provide annual reports on the success of UNOPS projects and provide insight on improvement in areas such 57 

as disaster mitigation projects, infrastructure building, and public opinion on UNOPS projects; 58 

 59 

5. Creates employment opportunities for local communities through UNOPS by providing training to local people 60 

in relevant skills, which increase the potential for future employment and the redistribution of salaries in local 61 

economies; 62 

 63 

6. Stresses the importance of continued transparency in any UNOPS projects through their reporting system which 64 

oversees humanitarian projects in SIDS and allocates funding accordingly. 65 


